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things you need to know OO0
Make sure the kid will not be hungry as the process is long and exhausting.
Ensure that the child has eaten regular meals. Carry food & water.

The child will be anxious. Do try and calm them down. Listen to them. React pos-
itively and appropriately. Re-affirm their confidence.

If the journey to the court is long, make sure the child is occupied. You may allow
them access to mobile games & video games, coloring books, toys etc. This may
even be helpful when you are waiting with the child at the court.

On the way to the court, call the Public Prosecutor. Find out where they are
placed. Ask them for advice on where to wait once you reach the court - In the
PP office or elsewhere.

When case is about to start, the accompanying police constables will be with
you. But you must be alert.

Relatives/friends/well-wishers of the accused will be around. There are also
chances that there maybe inadvertent interface between the accused and the

child.

Be Watchful. If the accused is much too visible to the child, immediately alert the
constable and shift the accused.

But the relatives may still remain. Counsel the child: Don’t look at them. Don't
feel scared.

Ensure that you break all attempts at eye contact.
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what you should tell the child 00
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If the child has been through a 164 CrPC statement, tell the child that this will be
a different courtroom and not the same that they visited for 164 CrPC.

Give them a detailed overview of the day starting with the courtroom. Describe
the scene they will be seeing outside the courtroom as well. There will be people
in handcuffs. There will be many police and strangers. But tell them that you will
be with them every step of the way and that they will be completely safe.

Repeat the description of the courtroom in detail so the child knows what to
expect. Use a film or a picture as reference. Tell them there will be a judge & 2
typists. Tell them that you will be present as well as the trusted adults and law-
yers. Also tell them that a team of lawyers representing the accused will also be
present.

Tell them that the accused will be around as he has to listen to the proceedings.
But also reassure them that as far as possible, there will be no contact between
them and the accused. But even if there are any close encounters, the child is not
to worry.

Tell them that everyone around will keep them safe. Tell them that they have to
remain calm. Tell them to not answer in a hurry. And to first understand the ques-
tion.

Tell them that during questioning they don’t have to worry about being too per-
fect. They don't have to be harsh on themselves. They just need to focus and be
conscious.

Tell the child that if they feel tired or hungry or thirsty or want to use the bath-
room during the statement, they have the right to ask for and take a break.
Promise that you will relax and do something fun after you leave the court.

Tell the child that if they are uncomfortable with the questions asked by the de-
fence lawyer they can raise an objection/ not answer.
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